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2101 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 302 

Arlington, Virginia, 22201 
(703) 247-4212

The school is accredited by the Accrediting Commission of Career Schools and Colleges (ACCSC). The ACCSC is a 
recognized institutional accrediting agency by the U.S. Department of Education.
 
Selected programs of study at the Northwest School of Wooden Boatbuilding (NWSWB) are approved by the 
Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board’s State Approving Agency (WTECB/SAA) for enrollment of 
those eligible to receive benefits under Title 38 and Title 10, USC.
 
NWSWB does not and will not provide any commission, bonus, or other incentive payment based directly or 
indirectly on success in securing enrollment or financial aid to any persons or entities engaged in any student 
recruiting or admissions activities or in making decisions regarding the award of student financial assistance.
The school is licensed under Chapter 28C.10 RCW. Inquiries, concerns, or complaints regarding this school can be 
made to the Workforce Board:

 
Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board  

128 10th Ave. SW, Olympia, WA 98501  
web: wtb.wa.gov  

phone: (360) 709-4600  
email: workforce@wtb.wa.gov

 
 
NWSWB does not discriminate against students or potential students on the basis of race, creed, color, national 
origin, sex, gender, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, or the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical 
disability or the use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability. The following person has 
been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policy:

 
Carolyn ‘Ace’ Spragg  
Title IX Coordinator  

42 N. Water St.  
Port Hadlock, WA 98339  

(360) 344-2212 or (360) 385-4948 ext. 306  
ace.spragg@nwswb.edu

 
 
For more information about graduation rates, the median debt of students who complete the program, and other 
important information, please visit our website at: www.nwswb.edu.
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Addendum
Listed below is a summary of the edits and additions to the 2025-2027 School Catalog since its publication in March 
2025. This addendum contains time-sensitive information and should be read in conjunction with the 2025-2027 
School Catalog.

Overview of Changes
•	 Academic Calendar: 

	 - Addition of calendar for the 2026-2027 School Year

•	 Our Instructors:  
	 - Updates to information for instructional staff

•	 Student Services:  
	 - Updates to resources available for Veterans Services

•	 Admissions:

	 - Clarification of information regarding Eligibility, Physical Requirements, and Enrollment Capacity

•	 Tuition & Fees:  
	 - Addition of 2026-2027 Estimated Total Cost of Attendance table, and updates to Tuition and Fees  
	   by Program

•	 School Policies:  
	 - Clarification of information regarding Grading System, Passing Grades, and Probation 
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Academic Calendar 
 
Addition to information on page 6, 2025-2027 School Catalog, Volume 7a - March 2025  
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2026 – 2027 School Year Calendar 
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12/18/26 Fall Quarter Ends 
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Our Instructors 
 
Replacement of information on pages 13-15, 2025-2027 School Catalog, Volume 7a - March 2025

Tucker Piontek
Lead Boatbuilding Instructor (Class of 2016)
Tucker’s relationship with boats started young with canoes and fishing boats on the rivers of Oregon 
and lakes of Wisconsin. That relationship quickly transferred into racing modern sailboats on the 
Columbia river and ocean races along the Pacific Northwest and Canadian coastlines. Sailing through 
Port Townsend in his late teens introduced him to the Northwest School of Wooden Boatbuilding 
and the plan of attending some day was hatched. A degree in Industrial Design in Colorado took him 
into the architecture and stop motion animation industries for the next decade but, eventually in 
2016, he found himself back at the Boat School in Bruce’s boatbuilding class. A year at Turn Point 
Design gave Tucker opportunities to learn resin infusion techniques and composite mold making on 
aerospace and marine products.  Several years at Haven Boatworks included a multitude of traditional 
shipwright experiences on classic yachts and historic vessels such as the Schooner Adventuress, Motor 
Yacht Thea Foss and The Carlislie II ferry, the last of the working mosquito fleet of the Puget Sound. 

Bruce Blatchley
Boatbuilding Instructor (Class of 1996)
Bruce graduated from NWSWB in 1996 and has subsequently worked in various boat yards in both 
Bellingham and Port Townsend, Washington. His experience covers a broad spectrum, including work 
as shop foreman at Seaview North Boatyard, repair and restoration, and the construction of a variety 
of contemporary vessels. In 2011, Bruce was recruited by the boatbuilding facility in Taichang China 
to enhance their boatbuilding skills and planning around cold-molded boat construction. He has 
also taught epoxy use and fiberglassing techniques at the Port Townsend Wooden Boat Festival and 
Everett Community College. In 2011, Bruce and his students started the construction of a Robert Perry-
designed, 62’ double-ended day sailor. This boat brought a new level of challenge to the Boat School. 

Korey Ruben
Boatbuilding Instructor (Class of 2014)

While attending helicopter flight school, Korey learned two things from his instructor: (1) how to 
fly and (2) how to sail. Boats won in the end. He graduated from the Northwest School of Wooden 
Boatbuilding in 2014 and dove head first into a carbon fiber composites start-up. Seven rowboats later 
and three as lead boatbuilder, Korey branched out to work independently in the local boatyard and 
eventually landed at Haven Boatworks for three years. During his time at Haven, he worked on several 
notable northwest yachts including the 65-foot 1917 MV Carlisle II, the last of the working mosquito 
fleet of the Puget Sound, the 97-foot 1941 MV Sea Wolf, an expedition charter vessel, and two Ted 
Geary-designed fantails, the 96-foot 1928 MV Blue Peter and 120-foot 1930 MV Thea Foss, as well as 
many other interesting boats. He views his time in the boatyard as a formative experience and plans to 
carry the love of problem solving and the yard’s work ethic through his teaching.

Orrin Webb
Boatbuilding Instructor (Class of 2024)

Orrin’s path to boatbuilding was shaped by a lifelong passion for working with his hands. Before 
finding wooden boats, he built custom homes, worked with timber framing, cabinetry, and 
furniture, and honed his skills in high-end residential construction and finish carpentry, all of 
which deepened his appreciation for materials, structure, and craftsmanship.That wide-ranging 
experience eventually led him to the Northwest School of Wooden Boatbuilding, where he found 
a natural home in the blend of tradition, artistry, and technical challenge that wooden boats 
demand. As an instructor, Orrin is passionate about helping students grow not just as builders 
but as makers, cultivating both skill and creative confidence. He brings curiosity, care, and a deep 
respect for the craft into the classroom and encourages students to do the same.
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Evan Bailly
Lead Marine Systems Instructor (Class of 2019 & 2020)
Evan is a Seattle native who joined the army as a helicopter mechanic right out of high 
school. During his tenure in the military, Evan started sailing any time leave would allow, 
and worked off and on as an engineer and deckhand on Gray’s Harbor Historical Seaport’s 
tall ships Lady Washington and Hawaiian Chieftain. Evan retired from the Army as a flight 
engineer and aircrew instructor with twelve years of flying and three combat tours under his 
belt. He applied to NWSWB less than a week after hanging up the uniform. After completing 
both the Boatbuilding and Marine Systems programs back-to-back, Evan started his own 
marine repair and restoration business primarily focusing on older and classic vessels. At 
the same time, he started working at a Tacoma shop specializing in the custom design, 
fabrication, restoration, and rebuilding of vintage racing and classic cars. He is married to 
his best friend, formerly his boss on tall ships, Sara and together they have two children. 
They split their time between their 1907 home in Tacoma and onboard their 1950 Ed Monk-
designed motor cruiser Duffy in Port Townsend.

Tyler Johnson
Marine Systems Instructor (Class of 2018 & 2019)
While living in Galveston, Texas, Tyler picked up a book on how to build boats out of one sheet 
of plywood, which sent him on a path he never saw coming: to work on boats. He quickly got 
involved with the Ply-Wooden Boat Festival in Port Aransas, Texas teaching boatbuilding using 
stitch and glue methods as a part of the family boat building activities. He began working as 
a shipwright’s apprentice and volunteered on the Tall Ship Elissa as a part of the restoration 
crew where he met alumni from NWSWB . He completed both the Boatbuilding and Marine 
Systems programs at NWSWB. After graduation, he spent several years working at the Port 
Townsend Shipwright’s Co-Op as a Systems Technician. Learning about construction, repair, 
and refit methods of a boat’s hull led to a curiosity about marine systems and how they 
work together to keep us safe out on the water. He has worked on hundreds of vessels from 
commercial fishing boats, historic and classic yachts and sailboats, and recreational vessels. 
He brings a wide range of skills to share with students including woodworking, composites, 
mechanical, electrical, plumbing, hydraulics, metalworking and rigging.

Cooper Rooks
Marine Systems Instructor (Class of 2025)
From an early age, Cooper‘s life has centered on being aboard and around boats. Growing 
up in Port Madison, a small but active sailing community on Bainbridge Island, has led to 35 
years of racing and cruising sailboats on the Salish Sea, Inside Passage, and up and down 
the west coast. Cooper has delivered boats to and from Alaska, from Seattle to Auckland 
NZ, around Vancouver Island, and to the San Francisco Bay Area. Many of these trips 
showed him the importance of properly designed and installed systems by revealing what 
happens when they are not done with safety standards in mind. His work experience in a 
glass casting foundry for nearly a decade fed his passion for problem solving systems and 
fabrication. Welding, plumbing, and electrical systems were crucial in the foundry and often 
overlapped with his love for boats.Cooper first became aware of NWSWB in 1991, when 
he helped a family friend in the restoration of the classic 1936 6-meter Saga, and has since 
worked on many wooden boat restorations, engine repowers, updated rigging projects, and 
hull repairs. More than three decades later, he enrolled as a student in the Marine Systems 
Program during a year-long sabbatical from being a middle school communications teacher. 
He graduated with an even deeper love for boats and all of the systems that keep them 
operating safely and efficiently.
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Sean Koomen
Boatbuilding  
Program Advisor 
(Class of 2004)

Sean has packed several lifetimes of experience in boatbuilding and craftsmanship since 
he graduated from NWSWB in 2004. While attending college studying cello performance 
at St. Olaf College in Minnesota, Sean launched his own small boat shop. Subsequently, 
he worked at some of the most prestigious boat yards in the country, concentrating on 
historically significant vessel restorations, including the 138-food Steam Yacht Cangarda 
and the 1929 Schooner Viveka, at Rutherford’s Boat Shop in Richmond, CA. Sean led the 
restoration of Wanda, a 90-foot Ted Geary design.  He also worked as a shipwright for 
the San Francisco Maritime Museum before heading to Maine to expand his skills in new 
construction and cold molding at Brooklin Boatyard.  

Kevin Ritz
Marine Systems Program Advisor

Kevin Ritz has been involved with boats in many roles throughout his career. He 
founded a business that prepared vessels for cruising, served as Vice President and 
Applications Engineer for a marine corrosion control company, and taught nationally 
for the American Boat and Yacht Council. He has provided consulting and investigative 
services to government agencies across the country, including the U.S. Coast Guard, 
the U.S. Navy, and fire departments with vessels, with work ranging from corrosion 
analysis to marine fatality investigations involving electricity. His consulting experience 
also includes commercial marine fleets, marinas, boat builders, and private yachts.
Kevin co‑founded the Marine Systems program at the Northwest School of Wooden 
Boatbuilding and now serves as Program Advisor while continuing to teach in the 
program. He is a nationally recognized marine electrical and corrosion instructor and 
consultant, a regular speaker at regional and national seminars and conferences, and 
the recipient of the American Boat and Yacht Council’s Life Service Award (2015). He has 
been teaching Marine Systems since 2008, covering marine electrical and electronics, 
plumbing, diesel and outboard engines, corrosion, electric propulsion, steering and 
controls, HVAC, and hydraulics. 

Student Services 
 
Veteran Services 
Replacement of information on page 19, 2025-2027 School Catalog, Volume 7a - March 2025.
We are committed to being a veteran supportive campus, ensuring success by providing resources such as: 

•	 Veteran Supportive Staff 

•	 Approved to accept GI Bill® benefits and Veteran Readiness & Employment (VR&E) educational benefits 

•	 Veteran Advisory Committee 

•	 Information and resources specific for veterans 

•	 Quarterly veteran student meet-ups 

•	 Partner with local resources to help with accessing veteran benefits and services 

GI Bill® is a registered trademark of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). More information about education 
benefits offered by VA is available at the official U.S. government Web site at www.benefits.va.gov/gibill.
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Admissions 
 
Eligibility
Replacement of information on page 46, 2025-2027 School Catalog, Volume 7a - March 2025 
To be eligible for enrollment, all students must have: 

•	 Earned a high school diploma or recognized equivalency certificate (GED) prior to the first day of class. 

•	 The physical and health capacity to undertake the day-to-day work.  
Please see the Physical Requirements section below for the specific requirements and expectations.

•	 The ability to understand written and oral instruction given in English. 

Enrollment in programs at the Northwest School of Wooden Boatbuilding do not require prior woodworking, 
boatbuilding, or marine systems experience.  

Physical Requirements
Replacement of information on page 46, 2025-2027 School Catalog, Volume 7a - March 2025
A typical day starts with 1-2 hours of lecture. The rest of the day is spent doing hands-on work in the shops, using a 
wide array of both hand tools and power tools, including table saws, band saws, planers, and jointers. Students must 
be prepared to handle the rigorous physical requirements of the school’s workshop activities. 
As a student, you must be able to: 

•	 Be on your feet for extended periods of time. Students are in the boat shops from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm daily, with 
one hour off for lunch and two 15-minute breaks. That means about 6 hours a day on your feet; 

•	 Have the flexibility to climb, crawl on the floor, and work in tight spaces; 

•	 Work at varied heights, sometimes on scaffolding; 

•	 Lift items as heavy as 50 lbs. multiple times throughout the day; 

•	 Work with your arms raised above your head; 

•	 Work near noise and dust wearing appropriate safety gear; 

•	 Operate machinery and equipment 

Approved students complete an Enrollment Agreement with a section titled Physical Requirements, where they 
must indicate any disability, condition, or special need that could require accommodations. Students requesting 
accommodations must provide the relevant information in this section. Additional follow‑up with the Education 
Director, along with documentation from a medical provider or other qualified professional, may be required 
to support the request. For more information, please contact the Admissions Manager or see the Disability 
Accommodations section on page 49 of the 2025–2027 School Catalog.

Enrollment Capacity
Replacement of information on page 46, 2025-2027 School Catalog, Volume 7a - March 2025
The stated capacity for each program is as follows: 

Boatbuilding 12-month AOS degree: 	 12 per section, 48 total 
Marine Systems 9-month Diploma: 	 12 per section, 36 total 

Both the 12-month Boatbuilding AOS degree program and 9-month Marine Systems Diploma program start once per 
year in the fall. Students must successfully complete each quarter sequentially to continue their program into the 
next quarter. 
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Admissions & Enrollment Process
Replacement of information on page 47, 2025-2027 School Catalog, Volume 7a - March 2025
ALL PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS: To apply for a degree or diploma program, complete the following steps: 

•	 Complete an online application on our website: www.nwswb.edu 

•	 Email, mail, or upload to your online student portal a copy of your high school diploma/transcript, GED 
certificate, or official college transcript. 

•	 Pay a $200 tuition deposit with the application (refundable if the student does not attend). 

Once an applicant completes these steps, admissions staff will initiate a phone call to review the application, discuss 
the student’s expectations and goals, and how they align with the program curriculum (a campus tour may be 
substituted for this phone call). After this, the application is presented to the Admissions Committee for evaluation. 
The committee evaluates applications based on the following criteria: vocational interest; background in marine or 
other trades (e.g., military, agriculture, or others); expressed interest/goals in boatbuilding or marine trades (from the 
answers to the personal statement questions); successful work or military experience; and academic achievement, 
including any prior coursework at NWSWB. In addition to the application materials, the Committee may also 
consider information gathered through other interactions with the applicant, such as tours, phone calls, or email 
correspondence. If approved, applicants will sign an Enrollment Agreement to complete the enrollment process.

Tuition & Fees
Replacement of information on pages 50-51, 2025-2027 School Catalog, Volume 7a - March 2025 
 
2026-2027 School Year Estimated Total Cost of Attendance

The prices and fees listed below represent the costs for the 2026–2027 school year, including direct fixed charges 
paid to the school as well as indirect expenses. Program‑specific tuition and fee information for the Boatbuilding and 
Marine Systems programs may be found on page 10. 

Item Boatbuilding AOS Degree 
Program (12-Month)

Marine Systems Diploma 
Program (9-Month)

Marine Systems 
Intensives (5-Day)

Direct Costs Paid to School

Tuition & Instructional 
Materials Fee $27,800 $23,850 $1,450

Indirect Costs Not Paid to School

Tools/books/supplies1 $1,700 $2,000 Not applicable

Housing/Food2 $25,960 $19,470 Not applicable

Transportation2 $4,092 $3,069 Not applicable

Misc/Personal2 $2,544 $1,908 Not applicable

Estimated Cost of Attendance3 $62,096 $50,297 $1,450 
1Required to complete program but not included in tuition or fees paid directly to the school. 2Not provided by school or included in 
tuition and fees. 3Estimated Cost of Attendance (COA) is a federally defined term that includes costs beyond what is invoiced by the 
school. This COA includes typical additional expenses that NWSWB does not invoice for, such as transportation, housing, and other 
miscellaneous expenses, and will vary for each student. 
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Boatbuilding AOS Degree Program (12-Month)

Item Boatbuilding AOS Degree Program (12-Month)

Credits Earned 90*

Attendance Days/Quarters 200 / 4

Cost per credit $323.26

Instructional Materials Fee $2,200

Tuition $25,600

Total Direct Costs Paid to the School $27,800 
*Four of the 90 credits for the Boatbuilding program are general education or applied general education transfer credits and do not 
apply toward tuition costs, as there is no charge for transfer credits. These four additional credits of general education or applied 
general education are required to complete the AOS degree and may be either transferred in from an approved post-secondary school 
or military transcript or earned in an additional class offered free for students at NWSWB. 
 

Additional Costs for Boatbuilding AOS Degree Program (12-Month)
Item Cost Notes

Tuition Deposit $200 Due with application. Applied to first quarter 
tuition.

Tools and Required Books $1,500 - $1,700 Varies. Assumes student has no tools. Tool and 
book lists with purchasing details on website.

Marine Systems Diploma Program (9-Month) 

Item Marine Systems Diploma Program (9-Month)

Credits Earned 63

Attendance Days/Quarters 150 / 3

Cost per credit $378.57

Instructional Materials Fee $1,950

Tuition $21,900

ABYC Student Membership Included in Tuition

ABYC Certification Fees and Study Guides* Included in Tuition

Use of Laptop Computer Included in Tuition

Total Direct Costs Paid to the School $23,850

*Students will test for three ABYC certification exams, one each in the topics of Marine Electrical, Marine Engines & Fuel Systems, 
and Marine Systems. These fees are included in tuition and cover only the initial testing. Any additional testing costs will be the 
responsibility of the student. 

Additional Costs for Marine Systems Diploma Program (9-Month)

Item Cost Notes

Tuition Deposit $200 Due with application. Applied to first quarter 
tuition.

Tools and Required Books $1,500 - $2,000 Varies. Assumes student has no tools. Tool and 
book lists with purchasing details on website.
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General Policies
Grading System
Replacement of information on page 62, 2025-2027 School Catalog, Volume 7a - March 2025

Student work is evaluated through one‑on‑one review by instructors, written knowledge assignments, and 
demonstrated skills assessments. Formal reviews of student work are conducted twice per quarter, with students 
receiving a mid‑term progress report and a quarter‑end grade report. In addition to these formal reviews, instructors 
provide ongoing verbal guidance throughout the quarter, and students may request feedback at any time. Grades are 
awarded on a numerical scale, with letter grade equivalents noted in parentheses:

•	 4.0 (A) Exceptional work
•	 3.0 (B) Higher than expected standards
•	 2.0 (C) Meets expected standards
•	 1.0 (D) Lower than expected standards
•	 0.0 (F) Fails to meet minimum standards

Passing Grades
Replacement of information on page 63, 2025-2027 School Catalog, Volume 7a - March 2025

Students must maintain a minimum grade point average of 2.0 in each course of their program. Those below 2.0 
at mid‑term will be placed on probation, notified in writing, and given a reasonable period of time to improve 
as determined by their instructor; failure to do so may result in dismissal. Any student with a grade below 2.0 at 
quarter‑end may have their enrollment terminated, regardless of probation status. Students receiving Federal 
Student Aid must also meet satisfactory academic progress (SAP) to remain eligible for aid.

Probation
Replacement of information on pages 63-64, 2025-2027 School Catalog, Volume 7a - March 2025 
Students who fail to meet the minimum published standards for attendance, grades, or conduct may be placed on 
probation. The Education Director and Student Services Manager will work with School staff to determine the length 
of the probationary period, which should reflect a reasonable period during which the deficiency can be corrected. 
The student will be notified in writing of their probationary status and will be informed that persistent failure to 
adhere to policies related to attendance, grades, or conduct may lead to the cancellation of their enrollment. At the 
end of the probationary period, the student’s progress will be reviewed, after which the probationary status may be 
removed, extended, or — if it appears unlikely that further progress is possible — enrollment may be terminated. If 
enrollment is terminated, the student will not graduate as scheduled. Refunds will be given in accordance with the 
school’s refund policy (additional rules may apply for students receiving Federal Student Aid or Veterans Benefits). 
Students on probation are not eligible to apply for an additional program; if already approved, that enrollment may 
be cancelled.
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